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Sir: 

This Appeal Brief is submitted in support of the Appeal in the above-identified 
application. . 




PAGE 2/10'RCVDAT9l29/20l)4 11:14:55 AM [Eastern Daylight Tiine]'SVR:USPT^^^^ 



SEP/29/2004/WED 10:09 AM DILLON & YUDELL, LLP FAX No. 5123436446 



P. 003 



REAL PARTY IN INTEREST 
Tlie real party in interest in the present Appeal is International Business Machines 
Corporation, the Assignee of the present application, as evidenced by the Assignment recorded at 
reel 01 1 1 13 and jframe 0105 eU seq. 

RELATED APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES 

There are no other appeals or interferences known to Appellant, the Appellant's legal 
representative, or assignee, which directly affect or would be directly affected by or have a 
bearing on the Board's decision in the pending sqppeal. 

STATUS OF CLAIMS 
Claims 1-23 were originally presented. In Appellant's Amendment A, filed March 8, 
2004, Claims 7> 13, 19-20 and 22-23 were canceled, and Claims 24-33 were entered. 

Amendment B, dated June 21, 2004^ was refused entry, as noted in the Advisory Action dated 
August 4, 2004, and labeled Paper No, 2004072L Amendment C, dated August 19, 2004, 
canceled Claims 1-6, 8 and 26-33. Assuming entry of Amendment C, Claims 9-12, 14-15, 18, 21 
and 24-25 are now pending. All pending claims stand finally rejected as noted in the Advisory 
Action dated Angust 4, 2004, The rejection of each pending claim is pealed. 

STATUS OF AMENDMENTS 

Aotnendjtnent B, dated June 21, 2004, was refused entry by the Examiner in the Advisory 
Action dated Augcist 4, 2004. AppeUant subsequently filed Amendment C, dated August 19, 
2004, canceling Claims 1-6, 8 and 26-33. Because Amendment C merely cancels rqected 
claims, thereby reducing outstanding issues and placing the present application in b^er 
condition for ^peal, the present Appeal Brief assumes entry of Amendment C; hOTvever, 
Appellant haa not received a Supplemental Advisory Action indicating whether Amendment C 
has been entered. 

StJMMARY OF THE CLAIMED INVENTION 
Independent Claim 9 recites a method for establishing communication between a master 
computer system and a particular one of a plurality of slave computer systems all coupled to a 
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coiomoix OTimmjmcation chaimeL As described, inter alia, at page 12, lines 9-13 and illustrated 
at Figure 3, block 310, the method includes "each of the plurality of slave computer systems 
receiving a session request &om a master computer systeca on the conwnon communication 
channel.'* In addition, as described, inter alia, at page 12, lines 13-17 and illustrated at Figure 3, 
block 312, **in response to receipt of the session request, each of the plurality of slave computer 
systems chang[es] fiom a receive mode to an answer mode in which all of plurality of slave 
computer systems are in conamunication with the master computer system via the common 
commximcation channel." "The plurahty of slave computer systems thereafter receiv[e] via titie 
common communication channel a second request containiog a unique identifierr of a particular 
slave computer system among the plurality of slave computer systems," as described, inter alia, 
at page 12, lines 18-27 and illustrated at Figure 3, block 314. *1n response to the second request, 
the particular slave computer system maintain[s] communication with the master computer 
system in the answer mode and each other slave computer system not identified by the unique 
identifier in the second request disconnect[s] from communication with the master computer 
system and retum[s] to the receive mode," as described, inter alia, at page 12, Une 28 through 
page 13, line 14 and illustrated at Figure 3, blocks 316, 318 and 320. 

Independent Claim 10 recites a system that supports communication between a master 
computer system and a particular one of a plurality of slave computer systems all coupled to a 
common coEomunication chaimel. The claimed system includes "a common communication 
channel," as described, inter alia, at page 8, lines 11-13 and illustrated in Figure 1 at reference 
numeral 150. In addition, the system includes "a plurality of slave comrounication devices all 
coupled to the common communication channel," which are depicted as slave servers 1-3 in 
Figure 1 and described at page 8, lines 6-14. As described above, the claimed operation of the 
slave conrputer systems is depicted in Figure 3 (particularly blocks 3 10-320) and described in the 
present specification at page 12, line 9 through page 13, line 14. 

Independent Claimi 18 recites a **program product for establishing communication 
between a master computer system and a particular one of a plurality of slave computer systems 
all coupled to a common communicatiQn channel." The program product includes **a computer 
usable medjunja" as described at page 14, Unes 2-19 and illustrated, inter alia^ in Figure 1 at 
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reference numerals IE, 2E and 3E. The claimed operation of the program product is depicted in 
Figure 3 (particularly hlocks 310-320) and as descaibed at page 12, line 9 through page 13, line 
14. 

GROUND OF REJECTION 
Appellant appeals the rejection of Claittis 9-11, 14-15, 18, 21 and 24-25 under 35 U.S.Q 
§ 103(a) as unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,611,860 to Ying (Xing) in view of Japanese 
Patent No. JP404096541 to C3biba {Chiba\ as set forth in the Final Rejection dated May 19, 
2004, and labeled Paper #6. 

ARGUMENT 

I. Prior art of record does not teach or suggest the disconnecting step of exemplary Claim 9 
The combination of Ying and Chiba does not render the present claims unpatentable 
und^ 35 U.S.C. § 103 because likat combination does not teach or suggest each feature of the 
present claims. For example, with respect to exemplary Claim 9, tiie combination of Ying and 
does not teach or suggest: 

in response to the second request, the particular slave computer system 
maintaining communication with the master computer system in the answer mode 
and each other slave computer system not identified bv the ... second request 
•disconnecting firom communication with the master computer system and 
returning to the receive mode , (emphasis stqjplied) 

Specifically, the combination of cited references does not teach or suggest slave computer 
system(s) changing modes in response to the second request by "disconnecting fiom 
communication with the master computer system and returning [from the answer mode in which 
all of plurality of slave computer systems are in communication with the master computer 
system] to the receive mode," as recited in exemplary Claim 9. 

With respect to the discoimecting step of exemplary Claim 9, the Final Rejection dtes 
col- 10, lines 1-18 of Ying. As pointed out by the Examiner at page 3 of the present Office 
Action, the cited passage of Ying discloses 'the master node polling each of the slaveQ nodes 
periodically, where each of the slaves ha[$] a unique node identification number" and "only 
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reacts if it recognizes its own identification number or address in the control message." Thus, 
Ying clearly teaches communicalion between the master node and slave nodes one-at-a-time. 
Ying does not disclose any "second request" to which a slave computer system, which is in joint 
conununication with the master computea: system together with one or more other slave computer 
systems, responds by "dropping ouf from the joint communication and retumine from the 
answer mode to the receive mode . 

Chiba^ taken in combination with Ying^ similarly does not teadi or suggest the claimed 
response to the second request by one or more slave computer systems not identified within the 
second request. TTiat is, Chiba does not teach or suggest a slave computer system that is in 
commumcation with the master computer svst^n returning from the answer mode to the receive 
mode in response to a second request in which the slave system is not identified. 

n. Conclusion 

Because the combination of Ying and Chiba does not teach or suggest "each other slave 
computer syston not identified by the ... second request disconnecting from communication 
with the master computer system and returning to Ihe receive mode/' as recited in exemplary 
Claim 9, Appellant respectfully requests the Board to reverse the rejection of Claim 9, similar 
Claims 10 and 1 8 and their respective dependent claims. 

Please charge fflM CORPORATION Deposit Account No. 50-0563 in the amount of 
$330.00 for the fee associated with filing the present Appeal Brief. No additional fee is believed 
to be required; however, in the event any additional fees are required, please charge IBM 
CORPORAHQN Deposit Account No. 50-0563. 



Respectfiilly submitted, 



Brian F. Russell 
Re. No. 40J96 
DILLON & YUDELL LLP 
8911 N. Capital of Texas Hwy., Ste.2110 
Austin, Texas 78759 
(512) 343-6116 

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT(S) 
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APPENDIX 

1.-8. (canceled) 

9. (previously presented) A method for establishing cot3iixmtiication between a master computer 
system and a particular one of a plurality of slave computer systems all coupled to a common 
conmninication channel, said method comprising: 

each of the plurality of slave conipnter systems receiving a session request from a master 
computer system on the common communication channel; 

in response to receipt of the session request, each of the plurality of slave computer 
systems changing from a receive mode to an answer mode in which all of plurality of slave 
computer systems are in communication with the master computer system via the common 
communication channel; 

the plxjrality of slave computer systems thereafter receiving via the common 
communication channel a second request containing a unique identifier of a particular slave 
conxputer system among the plurality of slave computer systems; 

in response to the second request, the particular slave computer system maintaining 
communication with the master contputer system in the answer mode and each other slave 
computer system not identib&ed by tixe unique identifier in the second request disconnecting from 
communication with the master computer system and retumiog to the receive mode. 

10. (previo\:sly presented) A system supportirig commumcation between a master computer 
system and a particular one of a plxjrality of slave conxputer systems all coupled to a common 
communication channel, said system comprising: 

a common communication channel; 

a plurality of slave communication devices all coupled to Ite common communication 
channel; 

wherein, responsive to a master device transmitting a session request on the common 
communication channel, each of said plurality of slave communication devices responds to the 
session request by changing from a receive mode to an aixswer mode in which all of plurality of 
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slave computer systems are in communicatioti with the master computer system via the oommou 
coiroauoication chaimel; and 

wherein respouisive to thereafter receiving via the common communication channel a 
second request by the master conjputer system containing a unique identifier of a particulax slave 
computer system among the plurality of slave computer systems, the particular slave computer 
system mabataim communication with the master computer system in the answer mode and each 
other slave computer system not identified by the unique identifier in the second request 
disconnects from communication with ttxe master computer system and returns to the receive 
mode. 

1 1 . (previously presented) The system according to Claim 1 0, wherein: 

each of the plurality of slave computer systems is assigned a respective one of a plurality 
of unique identifiers that can be used by the master computer system to establish communication 
with that slave computer system. 

12. (previously .presented) The system according to Claim 1 1, wherem: 

each of the plurality of slave computer systems has a respective non-volatile memory 
device that stores the respective unique identifier of that slave computer system. 

13. (canceled) 

14. (previously presented) The system according to Claim 1 0, wherein: 

after communication is established between the particular slave computer system and the 
master computer system, the particular slave computer system receives and executes commands 
from tiae master computer system. 

15. (original) The system according to Claim 10, wherein the common communication channel is 
a serial communication channel. 
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16. (canceled) 

17, (canceled) 

18, (previously presented) A program product for establishing connnxinication between a inastea: 
computer system and a particular one of a plurality of slave computer systems all coupled to a 
common communication channel, said prograjtxi product comprising: 

a computer usable medixmi; 

a control program eacoded within the computer usable medium that p«forms the steps 

of: 

each of the plurahty of slave computer systetas receiving a session request firom a 
master computer system on the common commxmication channel; 

in response to receipt of the session request, each of the plurality of slave 
computer systems changuo^ from a receive mode to an answer mode in which aU of 
plurality of slave computer systems are in communication with the master computer 
system via the common communication channel; 

the plurality of slave computer systems thereafter receiving via tbe common 
communication channel a second request containing a unique identifier of a particular 
slave computer system among flie plurality of slave computer systems; and 

in response to the second request, the particular slave computer system 
maintaining communication with the master computer system in the answer mode and 
each other slave computer system not identified by the unique identifier in the second 
request disconnecting j&om communication with the m^astex computer system and 
returning to the receive mode* 

19. (canceled) 

20. (canceled) 

21, (original) The program product according to Qaim 18, wheredji said control program further 
performs the step ot 
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after coramumcation between the particular slave computer system and the master 
computer system is established^ receivioLg and executing, by the particular slave computer 
system, commands from the master computer systecou 

22. (canceled) 

23. (canceled) 

24. (previously presented) The method of Claim 9, wherein and further comprising: 

after communication between the pa3rticular slave computer system and the master 
computer system is established, receiving and executing, by the particular slave computer 
systCTa, commands ficom the master computer system. 

25. (previously presented) The method of Claim 10, wherein the common communication 
channel is a serial communication channel, and wherein: 

receiving the session request comprises receiving the session request via the serial 
commumcation chaimel; and 

receivmg the second request comprises receiving the second request via the serial 
commumcation channel. 

26. -33. (canceled) 



Page 9 of 9 

■ J>ocketiyorRPS926000021t3rSi- 



PAGE 1Q/10'RCVDAT9fi9/200411:14:55 AM [Eastern Daylight 



